Mundubbera magic by Fredericks, Bronwyn L.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUT Digital Repository:  
http://eprints.qut.edu.au/ 
Fredericks, Bronwyn L. (2006) Mundubbera magic. In The Morning Bulletin, 
January 21, 2006 pages 88, Rockhampton: The Morning Bulletin. 
 
          © Copyright 2006 (please consult author) 
 
 1
Author’s version that was later published as: Fredericks, Bronwyn (2006). Mundubbera 
magic, The Morning Bulletin, Saturday, January 21, 2006, p.88.  
 
Mundubbera 
This past December, my partner and I decided to travel via the inland route from 
Rockhampton to Brisbane. We headed inland from Rockhampton, through Biloela, 
and then travelled to Mundubbera where we stayed overnight. 
 
Mundubbera is known as the Citrus Capital of Queensland and it is the citrus, which 
causes the town to swell between April and September when fruit pickers travel from 
interstate and overseas. There is a ‘Big Mandarin’ signifying the citrus industry.  
Mundubbera is also famous for avocadoes, rockmelons, lychees, peaches, nectarines, 
asparagus, peanuts, maize and lucerne.  It additionally has beef cattle, pig rearing, 
dairy and timber cutting industries.  
 
 
 
Being out of picking season and just before Christmas, there were few people around. 
We stayed at the Billabong Motor Inn and were one of two couples in the 18unit 
motel. By 7.00am the next morning the other couple had left. We took an early 
morning walk around town and then played in the pool for a while to cool off. While 
it was a strange feeling having the motel facilities all to our selves, it was also 
wonderfully quiet and enjoyable! 
 
After breakfast we explored the area. Mundubbera sits on the banks of the Burnett 
River, near the junction of the Boyne and Auburn Rivers. There is a huge 360degrees 
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mural measuring 9m x 18m painted by Rain Hart on a water pumping station. It 
features ghost gums, pelicans, parrots and glimpses of Ceratodus forsteri, commonly 
called ‘lungfish’. Ceratodas forsteri are native only to the Burnett and Mary Rivers 
and were thought to be extinct at one time.  They are protected, so if caught in the 
rivers they must be returned to the water.  
 
If you’re interested in fishing the nearby Jones Weir is well stocked with Australian 
bass, yellow belly, silver perch and native jew. These could end up on your line along 
with catfish, eel and spangled perch. A number of people were out fishing on the 
morning we were exploring and we were told that the Three Rivers Fishing 
Competition held each September attracts people from all over, including 
Rockhampton and Central Queensland region. 
 
On the Mundubbera-Durong Road there is a sensory garden, the scenic ‘Arthur Dagg 
Walk’ along the river and a park with barbecues, toilets, children’s playground, an old 
steam engine and steam train. The park area is wheelchair accessible and child and 
dog friendly. There is ample parking for cars, coaches, caravans and motor homes. 
There were people playing with their children and dogs and others setting up for 
picnics. It was obviously an area well enjoyed by locals and travellers.  
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One of our exciting finds in Mundubbera was the ‘Bugs for Bugs Insectary’. This 
place focuses purely on pest management and produces bugs, which are used in 
biological control programs as an effective insecticide alternative. You can view the 
centre by making an appointment. This is on my list for a visit next time, as is the 
Auburn River National Park, 40klms west of Mundubbera. The National Park is home 
to a granite gorge of chasms, rock pools and caves.    
 
We aimed for Mundubbera as a place on the map in our journey. It turned out to be an 
unexpected overnight surprise!  
 
 
 
 
